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The Edo Toami Association was established in May 2001, with the aim of ensuring that the traditional method of fishing on the Edogawa River known as toami, or
net casting, would be handed down to future generations. The Association was launched by younger members of Edogawa River funayado owners (Japanese style
boat house- operates sightseeing boat, fishing boat and some serves meal).

The style of toami that has been passed down through the generations on the Edogawa River is known as the “Hosokawa style.” The founder of this style is
Masakichi Hosokawa (popularly known as Hosokawa-no-Masa (died 1879), who lived through the early to late nineteenth century. The Hosokawa style of toami is
noted for the dynamic way in which the entire body moves in a scooping motion known as “sukui-tori” or “hon-buri.” These methods require the caster to be
positioned on top of the boat.

Cast-net boats were once a common sight on the Edogawa River. It was the scenery and customs of old-Edo. Helmsman worked in tandem with the caster
catching fish in an entertaining way serving it as sashimi and tempura to guests on a pleasure cruise. The boats themselves were small, being operated using oars
and poles, but during the late 1980s the emergence of large-scale yakatabune pleasure boats and a reduction in the number of fish in the river due to environmental
changes meant that these small boats gradually disappeared. As the boats disappeared, so too did the sight of net casting on the river and the tradition itself was in
danger of being lost forever.

The Edo Toami Association is dedicated to reviving traditional fishing methods. It promotes the handing down of casting methods from the older generation and also
engages in historical research of toami, meeting once a month to practice and improve techniques. Every year during the Golden Week national holiday, the results of
the practice and research are put on display for everyone to see in the Edo Toami Matsuri, or festival which all funayado and related association coordinate together.

(Sponsors: Edogawa Leisure Fishing Boat Association, Edo Yakatabune Inc.; Assistance provided by Edogawa City)

One of the highlights of the Toami Matsuri is the “Yose-uchi” when nets are cast simultaneously from all of the participating boats. Spectators can enjoy the
dynamism of the net casting performance.




